Mapping Appleton
OVERVIEW
- Students will use maps of Appleton from different eras to assess the continuity and
change of a geographic region.

-

-

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Social Studies Grade 3:
A1. compare ways of life among some specific groups in Canada around the beginning of
the nineteenth century, and describe some of the changes between that era and the present
day
A2.3 analyse and construct print and digital maps, including thematic maps, as part of
their investigations into challenges facing different groups and communities in Canada
during this period, and measures taken to address these challenges
B1.1 describe some major connections between features of the natural environment of a
region and the type of land use and/or the type of community that is established in that
region
Science and Technology: Understanding Matter and Energy: Grade 3
1.1 assess the effects of the action of forces in nature (natural phenomena) on the natural
and built environment, and identify ways in which human activities can reduce or
enhance this impact

BACKGROUND
For thousands of years, people have been using maps to communicate and convey
information about the world around them. Using careful measurements of distances and
angles, combined with the use of triangulation and trigonometry, surveyors were able to
develop relatively accurate representations of the world around them. Today, satellite
imagery technology enables the production of much more precise and accurate renderings
of the world around us.
Because a map is a 2D depiction of a sphere, it cannot be a mathematically perfect
representation. Mapmakers over the centuries have used different projections to achieve
their aims. The common Mercator projection, for instance, preserves local shapes and
cardinal directions (aiding navigation), but distorts scale, enlarging land closer to the
poles. (For instance, Europe often misleadingly appears as large as Africa in a Mercator
projection). In contrast, an equirectangular projection preserves distances along the
meridians, but the resulting distortions in direction make it unsuitable for navigation.
There are countless other projections, but none is perfect: there are always some features
that must be sacrificed to prioritize others, and these are conscious decisions that
mapmakers must make. Likewise, although we are used to seeing world maps that centre
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Europe, there is no inherent reason why this should be. These conventions stem from the
history of how Europeans perceived their own place in the world.
In the 18th and 19th Centuries, surveying North America was an important part of
European colonizers’ desire to understand and claim the land around them. However,
then, like now, different maps were made with different purposes in mind. The first map
in this collection, depicting the village of Appleton in 1863, is cruder than the others. It
seems to have been made by a resident who wanted to record the inhabitants of the
village. The 1874 map (reproduced in 1980) seems to have been made in conjunction
with bylaw plans and village governance. The 1925 map was made by the Hydro-Electric
Power Commission of Ontario; the map indicates the land that the Commission acquired
at that time. The 2021 map was reproduced from Google Maps, whose website includes
an extremely brief section “Why we map the world,” quoted here in its entirety: “Map
making is an ancient human endeavor, and one that those of us working on Google Maps
are honored to continue to pursue.” 1 We know from everyday life that Google Maps are
used to find directions, calculate distances, and explore geography.
The maps of Appleton indicate a steep bend in the river, which offers the opportunity to
consider how natural phenomena can alter a landscape. The power of flowing water to
erode a riverbank can be seen around the world, where decades, centuries, or millenia of
meandering rivers eventually wear a straighter path downhill, sometimes leaving an
oxbow lake as a remnant of the river’s original route.
As we can also see from these maps, the Mississippi Mills region developed in large part
because of the Mississippi River. Early settlers used the river for transportation, and in an
era before electricity, the region’s factories relied on the kinetic energy of the current to
power their machinery. Today, the river generates electricity at the dam in Almonte.
Maps can be useful tools, but they are imperfect representations of reality. If you tried to
include all the possible information in your map, then it would be impossible to read or
understand all the information. For this reason, map-makers have to choose which pieces
of information to put in and which to leave out. Maps made for different purposes will
prioritize different features. For these reasons, it is always important to take perspective
and purpose into account.
RESOURCES AND PREPARATION
- Maps (1863, 1874, 1925, 2020)
- Tracing paper
- Markers
1

About – Google Maps
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DISCUSSION (10 minutes)
- What do we use maps for?
- How do you make a map?
- Can a map represent everything perfectly?
- Different projections prioritize different features (equirectangular, Cassini,
Mercator, etc.)
- Look at these maps of Appleton. See how the river bends. With what we have learned
about erosion, how might the geography of Appleton change over time?

ACTIVITY 1
1) Take photocopies of the three different maps, tracing paper, and markers.
2) Trace each map on a different piece of paper.
3) Try to layer the maps on top of each other. What has stayed the same? What has
changed?
Or, instead of printing the maps and copying them with tracing paper, try putting your piece of
paper against your computer screen and use the light from the screen to help you (gently) trace
your maps.

CRITICAL THINKING/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why are these maps different from each other?
2. What would these different maps be used for?
3. How has Appleton changed over time? What would be different if you drew a map of
Appleton today?

ACTIVITY 2
1. Sketch a map of your school and playground.
2. Compare your map with a neighbour.
3. What are the similarities between your maps? What are the differences?

REGROUP/ DISCUSSION
1. Are maps reliable sources of information? What factors affect reliability?
2. What features do we need to be aware of when we look at maps?
3. Is it possible for a map to include every single feature of a landscape? Why or why not?
(Imagine a map that included details about every single flower and tree in a park. Do you
think you’d still be able to identify the roads or cities or other information that was
important to you?)

NORTH LANARK REGIONAL MUSEUM

Fiona Lane, 2021

,

.

,..

, ..

\

-,;•

\f.

--�,-�

2$

'

Jos leske1

,i

·,.i!

-�

..

j

',

•

CO·

-

'I. .,..

•

i

L

l[I

J

n1,

iV

...

Ill

�

p

.....I

I

HYDRO� LECTRIC PO

OF ONI RIO

0 MISSI

.._. RlGI--IT-OFWAY A,....._.. PROP l�TY DEPT,-

...

l"'I.

AJ

•"

j

PlnJ1 tJm1Jinq r��o

I'

m l3oy-dCadwelf&,:-C:,9. Limiti=d

to h,ti
l "i i:-r1·t

•cl •.JR

", fd•
•

. C-....... -- .

lr:111

C'1111L

'TORON"fC

•

rl

r

la id

to Ton,n:5l1'i1� af rtams.ny
rh., ji Pt-t.rt Jttg. il!c:i.t1 84.3 111 $1:1f1d lo 4

5, 1,\,11. hi:1JrJ�1 atl!t 3 J, 4

Couotlj oj
I

'TON lo\'IJER. DEVELO Jl ME NT. 7% '
.A.-1'.'d I II r c be o .c-q t.t; red. 'j'o I'll 0, cd':g� 111

•

500 2 - 4

P�e. 15

:-...

1s

203 - 5 5 5

